
From the Central Committee of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

HOW WE CAN WIN— 
How We Can Really Make Revolution 

To Do This, We Need To Know: 

Why we need an actual revolution. 
What we need to do now.   
How we could defeat them.

An actual revolution does not mean trying to make some changes 
within this system—it means overthrowing this system and 
bringing into being a radically different and far better system. 
This system of capitalism-imperialism cannot be reformed. There 

is no way, under this system, to put an end to the brutality and 
murder by police, the wars and destruction of people and the 
environment, the exploitation, oppression and degradation of 
millions and billions of people, including the half of humanity 

that is female, here and throughout the world—all of which is 
rooted in profound contradictions built into the basic functioning, 
relations, and structures of this system. Only an actual revolution 
can bring about the fundamental change that is needed.

To make this revolution, we need to be serious, and scientific. We 
need to take into account the actual strengths of this system, but 
more than that its strategic weaknesses, based in its deep and 
defining contradictions. We need to build this revolution among 
those who most desperately need a radical change, but among 
others as well who refuse to live in a world where this system 
spews forth endless horrors, and this is continually “justified” 
and even glorified as “greatness.”

We need to be on a mission to spread the word, to let people 
know that we have the leadership, the science, the strategy 
and program, and the basis for organizing people for an actual, 
emancipating revolution. We have Bob Avakian (BA) the leader 
of this revolution and the architect of a new framework for 
revolution, the new synthesis of communism. We have the 
Party led by BA, the Revolutionary Communist Party, with this 
new synthesis as its scientific basis to build for revolution. We 
have the Revolution Clubs, where people can take part in and 
powerfully represent for the revolution in an organized way, 
as they learn more about the revolution and advance toward 
joining the Party. We have the website of the Party, revcom.us, 
and its newspaper Revolution, which sharply expose the 
crimes of this system, scientifically analyze why it cannot be 
reformed, and give guidance and direction for people to work 
in a unified way for revolution. We have the Constitution for 
the New Socialist Republic in North America, written by BA 
and adopted by the Party’s Central Committee, which provides 
a sweeping and concrete vision and “blueprint” for a radically 
new and emancipating society. People in the inner cities, and 
in the prisons, students, scholars, artists, lawyers and other 
professionals, youth in the suburbs and rural areas—people in all 
parts of society—need to know about this and seriously take it up.

Those who catch the worst hell under this system, and those 
who are sickened by the endless outrages perpetrated by this 
system, need to join up with this revolution. Thousands need 
to get organized into the ranks of the revolution now, while 
millions are being influenced in favor of this revolution. We have 
seen the potential for this in the protests that have taken place 
against police brutality and murder, and other ways in which 
large numbers of people have gone up against the established 
authorities and the political “rules of the game.” But this 
needs to be transformed, through struggle, into revolutionary 
understanding, determination, and organization. The organized 
forces and the leadership of this revolution must become 
the “authority” that growing numbers of people look to and 
follow—not the lying politicians and media of this oppressive 
system—not those who front for the oppressors and preach 
about “reconciliation” with this system—not those who turn 
people against each other when they need to be uniting for this 
revolution. While many people will do positive things in opposing 
the crimes of this system, we need to approach everything—
evaluate every political program and every organized force 
in society, every kind of culture, values and ways of treating 
people—according to how it relates to the revolution we need, to 
end all oppression.  We should unite with people whenever we 
can, and struggle with them whenever we need to, to advance 
the revolution.

While awaiting the necessary conditions to go all-out for 
revolution, we need to hasten this and actively carry out the  
“3 Prepares”: Prepare the Ground, Prepare the People, and 
Prepare the Vanguard—Get Ready for the Time When Millions 
Can Be Led to Go for Revolution, All-Out, With a Real Chance to 
Win. We need to Fight the Power, and Transform the People, for 

Revolution—protest and resist the injustices and atrocities of 
this system, and win people to defy and repudiate this putrid 
system and its ways of thinking, and to take up the outlook and 
values, and the strategy and program of the revolution, build 
up the forces for this revolution, and defeat the attempts of the 
ruling powers to crush the revolution and its leadership. With 
every “jolt” in society—every crisis, every new outrage, where 
many people question and resist what they normally accept—we 
need to seize on this to advance the revolution and expand its 
organized forces. We need to oppose and disrupt the moves of 
the ruling powers to isolate, “encircle,” brutalize, mass incarcerate 
and murderously repress the people who have the hardest life 
under this system and who most need this revolution. We need 
to “encircle” them—by bringing forth wave upon wave of people 
rising up in determined opposition to this system.

All this is aiming for something very definite—a revolutionary 
situation: Where the system and its ruling powers are in a serious 
crisis, and the violence they use to enforce this system is seen by 
large parts of society for what it is—murderous and illegitimate. 
Where the conflicts among the ruling forces become really 
deep and sharp—and masses of people respond to this not by 
falling in behind one side or the other of the oppressive rulers, 
but by taking advantage of this situation to build up the forces 
for revolution. Where millions and millions of people refuse to 
be ruled in the old way—and are willing and determined to put 
everything on the line to bring down this system and bring into 
being a new society and government that will be based on the 
Constitution for the New Socialist Republic in North America. 
That is the time to go all-out to win. That is what we need to be 
actively working for and preparing for now.

Why We Need An Actual Revolution
“On the Possibility of Revolution” is a very important statement 
from the Party, which is posted on revcom.us. It sets forth the 
foundation—the strategic conception and doctrine—for how to 
fight with a real chance of winning, once a revolutionary people 
in the millions, and the necessary conditions for revolution, have 
been brought into being. Now is not yet the time to wage this 
kind of fight—to try to do so now would only lead to a devastating 
defeat—but ongoing work is being done to further develop this 
strategic conception and doctrine with the future in mind, and the 
following are some of the main things the revolutionary forces 
would need to do when the conditions to go all-out to make 
revolution had been brought into being.

■ �When the revolutionary situation is clearly emerging, rapidly
transform backbone forces of the revolution into organized
fighting forces in key strategic areas, carry out the necessary
training, obtain the necessary equipment and provide for
the basic logistical needs of this revolutionary fighting force
to start the all-out fight, while preventing the enemy from
crushing the revolutionary forces at this crucial juncture. Back
up these core fighting forces with millions more organized
into powerful “reserves” for the revolution.

■ �Initiate actions throughout the country, accompanied by a
bold declaration to the world, which make clear that there is
an organized force determined to defeat the forces of the old
order and bring into being a new, revolutionary system. Upon
completion of these initial actions, quickly regroup forces
for “follow-on” actions and maintain the momentum of the
revolution.

■ �Counter the enemy’s superior destructive force by seeking to
fight only on favorable terms, and actively avoiding decisive
encounters, which would determine the outcome of the whole
thing, until the “balance of forces” has shifted overwhelmingly
in favor of the revolution. Utilize equipment captured from the
enemy in ways that fit the fighting strategy of the revolution.
Build up political and logistical bases of support, in key
strategic areas, but do not attempt to openly control and
govern territory, until the necessary “favorable balance of
forces” has been achieved.

■ �Maintain the initiative—or, if it is temporarily lost, regain it—
through surprise and maneuver. Fight in ways the enemy does
not anticipate. Carry out actions to keep the enemy off balance,
disrupting the concentration and utilization of his forces and
contributing to their disintegration. Always conduct operations
and act in ways that are in line with the emancipating outlook and
goals of the revolution, and turn the barbaric actions of the enemy
against him—to win greater forces for the revolution, including
those who come over from the ranks of the enemy.

■ �Combine strategic direction and coordination for the fight as a
whole, with decentralized actions and initiative by local units
and leaders. Relying on mass support, the intelligence this
provides for the revolution and the denial of intelligence to the
enemy, counter the enemy’s efforts to find, fix and annihilate
revolutionary leadership and key fighting units. Rapidly replace
forces and leaders that are lost—continually train and deploy
new forces and leaders.

■ �Correctly handle the relation between this all-out fight and the
situation—including the character and level of revolutionary
struggle—in countries to the south (and the north).

■ �When the “balance of forces” has shifted in favor of the
revolution, conduct operations aimed at achieving final victory,
while continuing to “calibrate” these operations so that
decisive encounters are still avoided until the forces of the old
order have been brought to the brink of total defeat—and then
fully, finally, rout and dismantle the remaining enemy forces.

All this depends on winning millions to revolution in the period 
that leads up to the ripening of a revolutionary situation. The 
chance to defeat them, when the time comes—the chance to be rid 
of this system and to bring something far better into being—has 
everything to do with what we do now. Everyone who hungers for 
a radically different world, free of exploitation and oppression and 
all the needless suffering caused by this system, needs to work 
now with a fired determination to make this happen, so we will 
have a real chance to win.

What We Need To Do Now 

How We Could Defeat Them




